
 

 

First Trinity & St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
Weekly Mission and Ministry Opportunities 

August 28, 2016 

 

Next Sunday, 
September 4: 

Readings: 
Deuteronomy 30:15-

20; Psalm 1; 
Philemon 1-21; 
Luke 14:25-33 

15th Sunday  
after Pentecost 

 

This week we read 
about life-

transforming values of 
the kingdom of God. 
Jesus lifts up the hu-

mility required to take 
the lowest seat at the 
table, never hoping to 
be invited to a place of 
greater honor or sta-
tus. Jesus invites his 
followers to practice 
the hospitality that 

offers a banquet of the 
finest of foods for peo-
ple who cannot repay. 

Jesus invites his fol-
lowers to embody the 

kind of radical-yet-
relational love of Jesus 
himself. As Christians 
we are called to prac-
tices of generosity and 
compassion that em-
bodies the love of Je-
sus in our communi-

ties. 

We are  a community 
of faith, sent by God to 

pursue God’s hopes 
and dreams for DC and 

the world. 

To Our Visitors and Guests 
Welcome! Please fill out one of the visitor cards found in the pews and add a 
prayer request if you wish so that we can pray with you this week. If you are looking 
for a church home, we hope you will consider First Trinity and St. Matthew’s. Any of 
the pastors would be happy to discuss this with you further.  Please join us after the 
service in the parlor, adjoining the sanctuary, for snacks and refreshments. 

 

God’s Work: Our Hands Day and St. Matthew’s Groundbreaking 
A great event has been planned by the Task Group for our Groundbreaking on Sun-
day, September 11th.  Our day will begin with a short worship at First Trinity begin-
ning at our usual time of 10:30 a.m. Between 11 and 11:15 we will all go to our lot at 
222 M Street, Southwest. At 11:30 we will begin our formal Groundbreaking Cere-
mony.  The event will include invited guest and leaders involved in the development 
process.  The Groundbreaking service will end with "Go in peace. Serve the Lord." 
And that is exactly what we will do. September 11th is also "God's Work, Our Hands" 
Sunday.  We will depart from the groundbreaking ceremony to do what we are build-
ing the new church structure to do-- serve our Southwest community. Service to our 
Southwest Community will include a bbq meal, a dj, ministry to children (face paint-
ing, balloons, magic, games), making cards for vulnerable people, a service event for 
King-Greenleaf residents  and trash pick up. Volunteers are needed to help make the 
groundbreaking at the Saint Matthew’s plot (222 M St. SW) on Sunday, 11 Septem-
ber, a success. Help is needed with: 

 Set-up for the event early on Sunday morning. 

 If you have a car, help those without transport to get from the Sunday service 
at First Trinity to the Saint Matthew’s plot. 

 Take photos at the event and share them. 

 Clean up after the event on Sunday afternoon. 
If you think you can help in any of these ways, please put your name on sign-up 
sheets in the narthex on Sunday or e-mail Todd Benson at beltbenson@hotmail.com, 
who is coordinating volunteers for the event.  Closer to the event Todd will provide 
those who sign-up with more details. This will be a very special occasion marking a 
significant point along our congregational journey that began almost 17 years ago.  It 
is time to celebrate!! 

West Virginia Flooding and Service Opportunity 

On June 23-25 West Virginia experienced the worst flooding in a 1000 years, accord-
ing to the National Weather Service.  The flooding severely damaged or destroyed 
more than 1,200 homes, including 500 in Roane County. Kanawaha County had 400 
homes and 70 businesses destroyed and 200-300 severely damaged.  Authorities 
later reported 111 homes and 14 businesses destroyed in Greenbrier County, home 
of White Sulphur Springs, where most of the 23 fatalities occurred. It's the nation's 
highest death toll from flash floods since May 2010, when 27 people died in Tennes-
see, Kentucky and Mississippi.   
 On October 6-10 a group from Ft Trinity/St Matthew’s will be traveling 
to West Virginia to help rebuild the community.  Please plan on joining us.  We 
will stay in a local hotel and costs will be minimal.  Please contact Megan Van 
Etten  meganvanetten@gmail.com or Pastor Tom tknoll@firsttrinitydc.org for 
more info.  
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